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(b) A method of marking that is dif-
ferent from the requirements of para-
graph (a) of this section may be given 
consideration by the Coast Guard. 

[CGD 72–163R, 38 FR 8120, Mar. 28, 1973, as 
amended by CGD 75–186, 41 FR 10437, Mar. 11, 
1976; CGD 75–008, 43 FR 9771, Mar. 9, 1978; 43 
FR 10913, Mar. 16, 1978; CGD 92–045, 58 FR 
41608, Aug. 4, 1993; CGD 95–028, 62 FR 51214, 
Sept. 30, 1997]

§ 160.050–7 Procedure for approval. 
(a) General. Designs of ring life buoys 

are approved only by the Commandant, 
U.S. Coast Guard. Manufacturers seek-
ing approval of a ring life buoy design 
shall follow the procedures of this sec-
tion and subpart 159.005 of this chapter. 

(b) Each application for approval of a 
ring life buoy must contain the infor-
mation specified in § 159.005–5 of this 
chapter. The application and, except as 
provided in paragraphs (c) and (d)(2) of 
this section, a prototype ring life buoy 
must be submitted to the Commandant 
for preapproval review. If a similar de-
sign has already been approved, the 
Commandant may waive the 
preapproval review under §§ 159.005–5 
and 159.005–7 of this chapter. 

(c) If the ring life buoy is of a stand-
ard design, the application: 

(1) Must include the following: A 
statement of any exceptions to the 
standard plans and specifications, in-
cluding drawings, product description, 
construction specifications, and/or bill 
of materials. 

(2) Need not include: The information 
specified in § 159.005–5(a)(2). 

(d) If the ring life buoy is of a non-
standard design, the application must 
include the following: 

(1) Plans and specifications con-
taining the information required by 
§ 159.005–12 of this chapter, including 
drawings, product description, con-
struction specifications, and bill of ma-
terials. 

(2) The information specified in 
§ 159.005–5(a)(2) (i) through (iii) of this 
chapter, except that, if preapproval re-
view has been waived, the manufac-
turer is not required to send a proto-
type ring life buoy sample to the Com-
mandant. 

(3) Performance testing results of the 
design performed by an independent 
laboratory that has a Memorandum of 

Understanding with the Coast Guard 
under § 159.010–7 of this subchapter cov-
ering the in-water testing of personal 
flotation devices showing equivalence 
to the standard design’s performance in 
all material respects. 

(4) Buoyancy and other relevant tol-
erances to be complied with during pro-
duction. 

(5) The text of any optional marking 
to be included on the ring life buoy in 
addition to the markings required by 
the applicable approval subpart. 

(6) For any conditionally approved 
ring life buoy, the intended approval 
condition(s). 

(e) The description of quality control 
procedures required by § 159.005–9 of 
this chapter may be omitted if the 
manufacturer’s planned quality control 
procedures meet the requirements of 
those accepted by the Commandant for 
the independent laboratory performing 
production inspections and tests. 

(f) Waiver of tests. A manufacturer 
may request that the Commandant 
waive any test prescribed for approval 
under the applicable subpart. To re-
quest a waiver, the manufacturer must 
submit to the Commandant and the 
laboratory described in § 159.010, one of 
the following: 

(1) Satisfactory test results on a ring 
life buoy of sufficiently similar design 
as determined by the Commandant. 

(2) Engineering analysis dem-
onstrating that the test for which a 
waiver is requested is not appropriate 
for the particular design submitted for 
approval or that, because of its design 
or construction, it is not possible for 
the ring life buoy to fail that test. 

[CGD 95–028, 62 FR 51214, Sept. 30, 1997]

Subpart 160.051—Inflatable 
Liferafts for Domestic Service

SOURCE: CGD 85–205, 62 FR 25546, May 9, 
1997, unless otherwise noted.

§ 160.051–1 Scope. 

This subpart prescribes requirements 
for approval by the Coast Guard of A, 
B, and Coastal Service inflatable life-
rafts for use only in domestic service. 
These liferafts must comply with all of 
the requirements for SOLAS A and 
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SOLAS B liferafts in subpart 160.151 ex-
cept as specified in this subpart.

§ 160.051–3 Definitions. 

In this subpart, the term: 
A or B liferaft means an inflatable 

liferaft that meets the requirements 
prescribed in subpart 160.151 for a 
SOLAS A or SOLAS B liferaft, respec-
tively, except that the capacity is less 
than 6 persons and the liferaft cannot 
contain SOLAS markings. 

Coastal Service liferaft means a liferaft 
that does not meet the all of the re-
quirements prescribed in subpart 
160.151 for a SOLAS A or SOLAS B life-
raft, but that instead meets the re-
quirements of this subpart and is ap-
proved for use on certain uninspected 
vessels under subchapter C of this 
chapter.

§ 160.051–5 Design and performance of 
Coastal Service inflatable liferafts. 

To obtain Coast Guard approval, each 
Coastal Service inflatable liferaft must 
comply with subpart 160.151, with the 
following exceptions: 

(a) Canopy requirements (Regulation 
III/38.1.5). The canopy may— 

(1) Be of a type that is furled when 
the liferaft inflates and that can be set 
in place by the occupants. A furled can-
opy must be secured to the buoyancy 
tubes over 50 percent or more of the 
liferaft’s circumference; 

(2) Be of an uninsulated, single-ply 
design; and 

(3) Have an interior of any color. 
(b) Viewing port (Regulation III/

38.1.5.5). The liferaft need not have the 
viewing port described in Regulation 
III/38.1.5.5. 

(c) Rainwater collection (Regulation III/
38.1.5.6). The liferaft need not have the 
means of rainwater collection de-
scribed in Regulation III/38.1.5.6. 

(d) Capacity (Regulation III/38.2.1). The 
carrying capacity must be not less 
than four persons. 

(e) Floor insulation (Regulation III/
39.2.2). The floor may be uninsulated. 

(f) Boarding ramps (Regulation III/
39.4.1). The liferaft need be provided 
with boarding ramps only if the com-
bined cross-section diameter of the 
buoyancy chambers is greater than 500 
mm (19.5 in). 

(g) Stability (Regulation III/39.5.1). 
Each Coastal Service inflatable liferaft 
must either meet the stability criteria 
in § 160.151–17(a) or be fitted with water-
containing stability pockets meeting 
the following requirements: 

(1) The total volume of the pockets 
must be not less than 25 percent of the 
minimum required volume of the prin-
cipal buoyancy compartments of the 
liferaft. 

(2) The pockets must be securely at-
tached and evenly distributed around 
the periphery of the exterior bottom of 
the liferaft. They may be omitted at 
the locations of inflation cylinders. 

(3) The pockets must be designed to 
deploy underwater when the liferaft in-
flates. If weights are used for this pur-
pose, they must be of corrosion-resist-
ant material. 

(h) Lamp (Regulation III/39.6.3). The 
liferaft need not have the manually 
controlled interior lamp described in 
Regulation III/39.6.3. 

(i) Markings (Regulations III/39.7.3.4 
and III/39.7.3.5). The words ‘‘COASTAL 
SERVICE’’ must appear on the con-
tainer, and the type of equipment pack 
must be identified as ‘‘Coastal Serv-
ice’’. No ‘‘SOLAS’’ markings may ap-
pear on the container. 

(j) Drop test. The drop test required 
under paragraph 1/5.1 of IMO Resolu-
tion A.689(17) and 160.151–27(a) may be 
from a lesser height, if that height is 
the maximum height of stowage 
marked on the container. 

(k) Loading and seating test. For the 
loading and seating test required under 
paragraph 1/5.7 of IMO Resolution 
A.689(17) and § 160.151–27(a), the loaded 
freeboard of the liferaft must be not 
less than 200 mm (8 in.). 

(l) Cold-inflation test. The cold-infla-
tion test required under paragraph 1/
5.17.3.3.2 of IMO Resolution A.689(17) 
and § 160.151–27(a) must be conducted at 
a test temperature of ¥18 °C (0 °F).

§ 160.051–7 Design and performance of 
A and B inflatable liferafts. 

To obtain Coast Guard approval, each 
A and B inflatable liferaft must comply 
with the requirements in subpart 
160.151, with the following exceptions: 

(a) Capacity (Regulation III/38.2.1). The 
carrying capacity must be not less 
than four persons. 
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